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 Lake Walensee, is one of the largest lakes in Switzerland which has 4 towns around it, Weesen, 

Quinten, Quarten, and Murg. These towns have a total population for the area of about 7110 people.  The 

lake is surrounded by beautiful rocky mountains. On the north side is the Churfirsten Mountain, which rises from 

419m at lake level, to 2,300m above sea level. Many of the buildings in these area's use the same sort 

architectural styles, which is from the Romanesque Revival, Although the Walensee House is more towards 

modern architecture.  



 This single family dwelling is an amazing accomplishment in sustainable 

environmentally friendly housing. With the important choices of deciding what materials 

to use, where to locate the house, and what best appearance should be used to design a 

house in a mountain environment of Switzerland.  



 Environmentally friendly, Is a growing concept in the construction world. We are 

looking every day for newer materials that capitalize environmentally friendly products. 

The Walensee House is composed of mostly cement, wood, and glass, which is a good 

choice of materials in this buildings case. Not to mention the organization of circulation, 

and zoning in the house, to be smoothly fluent throughout the entire house. 

Design for Materials Use Reduction 

• Use of structural materials that do not require application of 

finish  

• Consider exposing structural materials as finished surfaces  

Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Manufacture 

• Use concrete masonry units with flyash replacing a portion of 

the cement  

Post-Consumer Recycled Materials 

• Insulation with 40% recycled Fiber Glass 

• Heavy steel framing – 25% recycled Steel  

• Concrete – 100% recycled Aggregate, 5% recycled Water 

• Concrete rebar – 25% recycled Steel 

• Steel floor/roof decking – 25% recycled Steel 

Transportation of Materials 

• Materials are sourced and manufactured within the local area 



 The house was built using a modern architectural look to its design, with the house 

levitated on a slope. The house has wide spanning windows which makes the outside views clearly 

visible from any room. This creates that amazing atmosphere in the house bringing the environment 

outside, inside. Also having wide spanning windows brings lots of sun light in, making indoors with 

outdoor lighting. The house is levitated on a hill side which overlooks lake Walensee and has 

Mount Churfirsten behind it, creating a stunning view for the occupants of the house. 



 As You enter the house the flow from the foyer, to the texas room, to the kitchen, and 

having everything wide open gives the viewer the sense of a larger space even though the house 

isn't that big. The wide spanning windows brings the amazing view outside, in. Then heading to the 

basement, you find a more private wing, for guests, with a second bedroom looking out towards 

the lake. The exterior of the house is covered in wood side panels, giving that feeling of a natural 

texture, which falls in nicely with the environment surrounding it. 




